
Klein On Board provides highlights from the Trustees meeting held each month. 

AUGUST 2016 

New personnel were recognized by the 

Board 

CTE winners were recognized 

The Houston Department of Health & 

Human Services/Project Saving Smiles 

* Board President Steven E. Smith recognized immigrants in the audience. He thanked
them for their contributions to the country and to the district.

* Mr. James Wunderlich, consulting attorney and long-time resident of Klein ISD, picked
up the Klein ISD saga moving into a decade that forever changed the world. The war in
Europe was now a reality, and it was inevitable that not only the U.S., but also the Klein
area, were drawn into the conflict. Trying to keep young men at home on the farms was
virtually impossible. Five young Klein men did not return home. A good number of ex-
military men went on to earn college educations.

In 1947, the Klein Bearkats entered another sport…football…and Friday nights were
never the same. While Klein High School with 100 students, did not offer a wide range of
classes, it did have chemistry and Algebra II, which did allow graduates to enter colleges
without having to take remedial courses. All the high school girls took home economics,
typing, and shorthand. The upper class boys took shop and AG. Freshman boys also
took home economics. Boys had to wait until the junior year to take shop due to the
electrical tools.

Farms were still family-operated, but were moving from crop farms to dairy farms. In the
mid 50s there were about 90 dairies, now there are none. In the 60s, housing develop-
ments were inching northward. Houses were going up more quickly in Klein bringing
more students to the area.

* Klein ISD Career and Technical Education student winners of the national competition
were introduced as follows: Alisa Marino and Sarah Mendez of Klein High School (first
place - Focus on the Children); Tre’Neice Elder, Kayla Watson, and Sabrina Zepeda of
Klein Oak High School (second place-Focus on the Children); Eddie Baez and Vasily
Sufuev of Klein High School (first place - TSA - Architectural Renovation); and Jennifer
Lee of Klein Oak High School (first place - HOSA/Medical Reading).

* Introduction of new administrators included: Ms. Laura Hall, assistant principal for
Greenwood Forest Elementary School; Ms. Melinda Jahn, assistant director of Fine Arts;
Ms. Alexandra Lammers, assistant principal at Kleb Intermediate School; Ms. Amy Mil-
ler, associate principal at Klein Forest High School; and Mr. Jason Ovalle, assistant prin-
cipal at Klein High School.

* The Meritorious Budget Award from the Association of School Business Officials Inter-
national (ASBO) was presented. This is the 11

th
 consecutive year the Budget Office has

received this award.

* The Texas Association of School Boards (TASB) Stand Up for Public Education award
was presented to Houston Department of Health & Human Services/Project Saving
Smiles.



Board Reports 
* 

 

 

 

The local evaluation required by House Bill 5 with performance ratings for the district and campuses was presented. This 

local requirement allows an opportunity for the district to showcase areas of excellence and success as well as recognize 

areas in need of improvement and to set future goals. KISD received exemplary ratings in community and parent involve-

ment, wellness and physical education, 21st century workforce development, second language acquisition, dropout preven-

tion strategies, digital learning environment, fine arts, and overall. A rating of recognized was received in the category for 

educational programs for gifted/talented students and a compliant rating in the compliance category. 

* A report was given by Mr. William Pilkington, trustee and audit committee chairperson, on the audit committee meeting 

which took place earlier in the evening. The audit plan of external auditors, Weaver & Tidwell, was reviewed and an update 

from the internal auditor, Ms. Stephanie Duran was given. 

 The following items were approved by the Board: 

  The naming of High School #5 as the Klein Cain High School 

 The naming of Ms. Betty Zavala as the principal at Kaiser Elementary School  

 The budget amendments for the 2015-16 school year 

 The "PROPOSED" tax rate of $1.43 per $100 taxable valuation ($1.04 general fund and $0.39 debt service fund) will be 

published in the notice for the public meeting and a special Board of Trustees' public meeting to be held at 7:00 pm on 

Monday, August 29, 2016, to conduct a public hearing for the proposed 2016-17 budget and tax rate and to adopt the 

2016-17 budget 

 Funding for and contract with Rice University regarding professional development for campus and district leaders with 

the Rice University Education Entrepreneurship Program  

 Approval to grant, sell, and convey an easement to Harris County for widening of Hufsmith-Kohrville Road 

 The Development Agreement with Pulte Homes and Harris County MUD 383 for sidewalk improvements at Hassler 

Elementary  

 The construction documents for Intermediate School No. 10, with Huckabee Architects as the architects and Durotech 

as the construction manager at risk  

 Satterfield and Pontikes Construction, Inc., as the  construction manager at risk for the Klein Forest High School CTE 

(Career & Technical Education) and gymnasium addition  

 Consent for 2016-17 Harris County Juvenile Justice Alternative Education Program Memorandum of Understanding 

and an Interlocal Agreement with Tomball ISD for transportation of students to the Harris County Juvenile Justice Alter-

native Education Program 

 Renewal of bids: #17-100, #17-104, #17-107, #17-116, #17-122, #17-137, #17-142, #17-144, #17-165, #17-167 

 Approval of bids:  #17-113, #17-161,#17-168, #17-177, #16-274, #16-282, RFP #17-162, RFP #16-251, CSP #17-166 

 Minutes of the regular meeting on July 11, 2016, and the minutes of the special meeting on July 25, 2016  



Board Comments 

Klein ISD Board of Trustees 
(pictured from left to right) 

Ronnie K. Anderson Vice President •  Rick Mann • Paul Lanham • Stephen J. Szymczak Secretary  

Georgan Reitmeier • Steven E. Smith President • Dr. Bret Champion Superintendent • Bill Pilkington  

  August 20—Summer Graduation 

  August 22—First Day of School 

  August 29—Special Meeting for Budget Hearing and Adoption Meeting 

  September 12—Regular Board Meeting 

* Congratulations to the CTE students and a thank you to the program sponsors/teachers for providing the opportunities for 

the students 

* Congratulations to Dr. Cain and his family for the naming of High School #5 in his honor 

* Thank you to Mr. Wunderlich for the moment in Klein ISD history 

* The board appreciates the opportunity that the legislature has given school districts to focus on areas of growth and areas 

needing improvement under the CASE report. 

Future Meetings 


